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TEXAS LEADERS GATHER IN AUSTIN TO DISCUSS KEY POLICY
ISSUES AFFECTING HISPANIC COMMUNITY

The Texas House of Representatives Mexican American Legislative Caucus (MALC) and the National
Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) Educational Fund will host the first
statewide Legislative Issues Conference in Austin, January 28-29, 2005.  The conference will bring
together Texas Hispanic public officials, community leaders, and students to discuss and explore key
public policy issues impacting the Hispanic community.  Saturday’s sessions for the Texas Legislative
Issues Conference will be held at the State Capitol, and the keynote luncheon will be held at the Stephen
F. Austin Hotel.

“Demographic trends in Texas show that Hispanics will soon become the majority segment of the state’s
population,” said State Representative Pete P. Gallego, chair of the Mexican American Legislative
Caucus.  “It is critical that we prepare our leadership and the community for its new role in the majority.”

“The first Texas Legislative Issues Conference presents elected officials, community leaders, and policy
experts the unique opportunity to network and develop a strategy for addressing the most pressing issues
facing our community,” stated Arturo Vargas, Executive Director of the NALEO Educational Fund.

The conference will feature experts on various key policy issues affecting Hispanics including health,
higher education, and financial literacy.  The NALEO Educational Fund will also be presenting a special
session on the Hispanic electorate and the Reauthorization of the Voting Rights Act.  MALC and the
NALEO Educational Fund hope to make this gathering an annual event.

About MALC

Founded in 1973, the Mexican American Legislative Caucus is a 501(c)(6) non-profit, non-partisan organization
composed of 41 members of the Texas House of Representatives committed to addressing the issues that Latinos
face across the state of Texas.  www.malc.org

About the NALEO Educational Fund

The NALEO Educational Fund is the leading organization that empowers Latinos to participate fully in the
American political process, from citizenship to public service.  The NALEO Educational Fund is a national non-
profit, non-partisan organization whose constituency includes the more than 6,000 Latino elected and appointed
officials nationwide.  www.naleo.org
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