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MALC and TAB urge defeat of punitive and hurtful amendment
Time to open doors, not close them

AUSTIN - In an unprecedented joint statement, the Mexican American Legislative Caucus –

Texas House of Representatives (MALC) and the Texas Association of Business (TAB) together

urge the rejection of an amendment that would shut the door on a college degree for thousands of

ambitious, entrepreneurial, capable and hard-working Texas kids.

U.S. Representative John Culberson (R – Houston), has introduced an amendment which would

block Texas and nine other states from using federal money to cover in-state tuition for

undocumented immigrants enrolled at public universities.  This action was reported in the

Friday, June 23, 2006, edition of the Fort Worth Star Telegram.

The Mexican American Legislative Caucus strongly disapproves of the efforts of Congressman

Culberson, a former colleague in the Texas House of Representatives.  Congressman Culberson’s

action would make college less accessible and less affordable for Hispanic children across the

state of Texas.

Bill Hammond, President of the Texas Association of Business (TAB), joined MALC in

expressing disapproval of Congressman Culberson’s action.  ÒThis is not the time to be closing
doors,Ó said Hammond, ÒThis is the time to be opening doors."!

In 2001, Rick Noriega, a MALC member, authored a law allowing immigrants to pay in-state

tuition at public universities under certain circumstances.  Eligible students must graduate from a

Texas high school, lived in the state for three years, and promise to seek residency when they are

eligible.  The bill passed the Texas House by a remarkable 142-1. (Record Vote 174 - Texas

House Journal, Monday, April 23, 2001, page 1390)  The bill passed in the Texas Senate by a

vote of 27-3.  (Record Vote – Texas Senate Journal, Monday, May 21, 2001, page 2680.)

" Texans know you should never  eat your  seed corn,Ó said Representative Nor iega. ÒSimple
economics tells us that you don't throw away all of the educational investment we've made
in these Texas kids. I t seems immoral to steal children's hope; Texans are better  than
that." !
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In addition to costing the State of Texas millions of dollars in federal funds, the discriminatory

Culberson amendment would make college unaffordable for an entire generation of Texas kids

who worked hard, graduated from Texas high schools, and earned admission into Texas

universities.

Implicit in the joint statement of MALC and TAB is the mutual recognition and

acknowledgement that an educated work force is the key to economic development in any state.

In order to create better jobs and achieve a more vibrant economy, Texas must make higher

education degrees more affordable and accessible for all Texans.  In contrast, the Culberson

amendment will create a less educated, less competent, less capable work force by preventing

worthy kids from earning a college degree.

“This amendment is harmful to both the Latino and business communities.  It directly

contradicts the goal of producing a more educated work force,” noted MALC Chairman

Pete P. Gallego.  “As Mr. Hammond correctly observed, now is the time to open doors, not

close them.”
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